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Dates for your Diary
February….
1st
2nd
8th
14th
15th
15th
24th

Bigbury Bookworms @ Hazels
Korniloff Thank you Tea @ Korniloff at 2.30pm (see p.26)
Parish Council Meeting, Memorial H all at 7.30pm
GUTS Free IT session, Memorial Hall betw een 10am —1pm (see p.18)
Bigbury Ladies - Lunch @ Bistro Pierre
Opera Dudes (ViA) Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (see p.24)
MacMillan Mammoth Quiz, Memorial Hall at 7pm (see p.21)

March…
1st
Korniloff Coffee Morning (Supporting K’bridge
Centre) 10am—noon
3rd
SW Devon Conservative AGM & dinner, Bigbury Golf Club at 6.30pm
15th
Bigbury Ladies - Shilston House
23rd
No. 9 Fashion Show at Cottage Hotel, Hope Cove (see bottom p.27)
29th March 1st April KATS Pieces of Eight @ Marlborough (see below & p.32 -33)

April…
5th

Korniloff Coffee Morning (Supporting St Lukes Hospice)

Look out for other dates of events in and around Modbury and Kingsbridge
also mentioned in articles in this magazine.

Kingsbridge Amateur Theatrical Society ( KATS ) presents the w orld
premiere of the newest comedy musical 'Pieces of After Eight'. Staged at
Malborough Village Hall between 24th March and 1st April with a Saturday
Matinee.
Tickets Wed 7.30pm £8 Thurs/Fri/Sat 7.30pm £10 Sat 2.30pm £8 and £5 (U16)
available from ………….at Kingsbridge Information Centre and online at
www.kats-kingsbridge.co.uk

KINGSTON READING ROOM
Wednesday, 22 March 2017 at 7.30pm
Tickets £5 child, £7.50 adult

Family – 2 adults, 2 children under 18 - £20
On the door £7.50, £10, £25
Refreshments and raffle

Contact Christine Thomas
01548 811242
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At the new year we wonder what the year ahead will bring - for some,
anticipated holidays, family gatherings, a change in lifestyle or maybe
pastures new. Most will hope for continuity and others hope for
change; and so it was for me as I came to the decision to relinquish
my role as Editor of Bigbury News, I have really enjoyed these past 8
years but feel now it is time to pass this role on. I am optimistic that
somewhere in our parish there is someone who would welcome a new
interest, yes, I must be optimistic for I would hate to see this
community asset relegated to the history archives of Bigbury! If you
don’t want this to happen and feel that you could commit to this
service to the community (and it really isn't as daunting as it may
seem) please contact me…...
01548 810815
email: bigburyewsedtor@gmail.com
You can now find each months issue at
www.bigburyonsea.co.uk

in ‘The Community’ section and
also on the Bigbury Community website
www.bigburycommunity.co.uk

in the documents Section of the Bigbury News Group
Christmas Lights
I would like to say a huge thank you, through Bigbury News, to Dane and Hilary
and all who helped to put the Christmas lights up at St Ann’s Chapel for
Christmas. They were even better than last year and it was so heart-warming to
see them. The laser lights were fantastic. Isn’t it great that in a small parish like
ours, some people go to the trouble to make our area as festive as other small
towns? Also thanks to those who put up the lights etc. at Bigbury Village Green
and to all the lovely residents who also put up Christmas lights for the enjoyment
of us all. Tony and Elise Wilson’s display was truly magnificent again – very
professional. Very many thanks to everyone.
Pam

Fireworks
As a note of curtesy, Dennis Lyne would like to inform residents with small nervous
pets that on 13th or 14th of February, his family will be celebrating a birthday with
fireworks on the beach at Bigbury on Sea, and apologises for any inconvenience
which may be caused.
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY
AVETON GIFFORD - BIGBURY - KINGSTON - MODBURY- RINGMORE
ST. ANDREWS - AVETON GIFFORD
5th 11.00 am

Family Service

12th 11.00 am

Holy Communion by extension

19th 11.00 am

Songs of Praise

26th 11.00 am

Family Communion

ST. LAWRENCE - BIGBURY
5th 11.00 am

Family Communion

12th 11.00 am

Sunday Worship

19th 11.00 am

Sunday Worship

26th 11.00 am

Holy Communion*

ST. JAMES THE LESS - KINGSTON
5th 9.30 am
12th 9.30 am

Family Communion
Sunday Worship

19th 9.30 am

Holy Communion

26th 9.30 am

Village Service

ST. GEORGE - MODBURY
5th 9.30 am
12th 8.00 am
9.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion*
Family Service

19th 9.30 am

Family Communion

26th 8.00 am

Holy Communion*

9.30 am

Sunday Worship

ALL HALLOWS - RINGMORE
5th 9.30 am
12th 9.30 am

Sunday Worship
Holy Communion*

19th 9.30 am

Family Communion

26th 9.30 am

Village Service

* Service in traditional language - The “Village Service” is led by members of the congregation
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Korniloff (Bigbury on Sea) Holy Com m union - Tues 21st at 2.30 p.m.

Message from the Minister
A CLOSED BOOK?
At her Coronation in June 1953, The Queen was presented with a Bible by the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, with these
words: “We present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this world
affords. Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God.”
The Bible is read at every service in church, but too often never read outside church.
Through the pages of the Bible, however, we learn what God is like and what he
does. Our knowledge of Jesus comes from the Bible; without it, we know nothing
except that he really did exist.
Christians are called to be active in spreading their faith; we will not do so unless we
are familiar with what is contained in the Bible – the Word of God. But with 66
books and over 30,000 verses where do we start? You can of course start at the
beginning and plough through to the end. A much better way is to follow the daily
notes on passages of Scripture published by organisations such as Scripture Union
and the Bible Society.
An excellent starting point is to look at the big picture – to take a “bird’s eye” view
of the Bible. Some 20 years ago, Derek Matten, then the minister in Bigbury,
Kingston and Ringmore, led a course entitled “Seeing the Bible Whole”, which was
much appreciated. This Lent, there will be courses in Modbury and Aveton Gifford
using “The Bible Course” from the Bible Society. With DVD and discussion (not to
mention refreshments!), we will canter through the Bible in 8 sessions. The aim is
that by the end of the course, people will have confidence to pick up the Bible, read
it for themselves and apply it to their daily lives. The meetings are in:


Aveton Gifford in St Andrew’s Church from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm on Tuesdays
from 14 February to 4 April (details from me);



Modbury (venue to be decided) at 2 pm on Thursdays from 16 February (details
from the Rector).

So join us and discover the treasures in the book valued by thousands (including
The Queen).

Michael Tagent
Rector: The Revd Neil Barker (830260: any day except Mondays)
Readers: Joyce Howitt (01364 73093), Michael Tagent (810520)
Website: www.modburyteam.org
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Draft minutes of the Bigbury Parish Council meeting held
in the Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel on WEDNESDAY
11th January at 7.30pm
PRESENT: Cllr B Carson (in the chair) Cllrs: R Owen, S
Smith, C Case, B Huntley and Clerk R Matthews. C. Cllr R
Hosking also attended for part of the meeting and fifteen
residents were present.
1.0
2.0

3.0

4.0
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Apologies for absence:
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr G Rosevear
Minutes of previous meeting held on December 14th 2016:
The minutes of the meeting held on December 14 th 2016 were approved proposer Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Owen. These were duly signed by the
Chairman.
Matters arising (actions) from last meeting and not covered in this month’s
agenda:
Chapter eight training was still outstanding and Cllr Case to process application
form.
Action Cllr Case
Bay Café - It was agreed that Cllr Carson, as Chairman, would contact the
agent for a discussion on this topic.
Action Cllr Carson
Open session: The following topics were raised:
Residents A and B expressed their concerns in respect of the Waves Edge
planning application (1621/16/FUL). The Council’s comments are recorded
under paragraph 8.0 of these minutes.
Resident A made reference to rumours relating to the withdrawal of the bus
service – currently Fridays only. C.Cllr Hosking commented that in his opinion
the rumours were unfounded.
Resident C asked if the council were going to arrange for the bus shelter to be
painted in 2017. This led to a secondary question as to whether the council
owned the bus shelter and the land on which it was positioned or just the land.
Establish facts.
Action Clerk
Resident D advised that signs were still in place directing people to the Post
Office which had not been in business for three years. There were also
references to the Post Office on a notice board in the bus shelter. Clerk to
check both are removed.
Action Clerk
Resident E gave the following update on Broadband and it was agreed to
include the contents in both these minutes and Bigbury News as well as
uploading to the Bigbury Community website, which Mr Watts kindly agreed to
do.
C.Cllr Hosking commented that the goal was to roll out phase 2 to 95% of
properties in Devon and Somerset by the end of 2017 at ultrafast speeds up to
100mb. He also suggested the £500 incentive scheme in respect of properties
receiving a service less than 2mb may be reintroduced in April.
It was also agreed that given the significance of this development to the
community, a public meeting (not a council meeting) would be organised to
communicate to a wider audience.
Action Clerk

5.0

6.0

The points made by resident A were as follows:
Devon County Council has awarded the Broadband contract to Gigaclear, a
company that can deliver 1GB of speed to premises. Sofi Francis of Devon
County Council is the coordinator.
Gigaclear has procured public investment money from Devon County council
for a Fibre to premises rollout that will cover BOS and surrounding areas.
Gigaclear won out over BT and other companies bidding for the contract.
Gigaclear provide a future proof service that supersedes the fibre to copper
solution BT & others were offering. Technology will render Fibre to copper
obsolete in a very short time. Plus, copper is old and constantly degrading.
The rollout map is available on the Gigaclear website. By entering your
postcode, you can verify if you are covered and fill in the registration form.
The link can be found here https://www.gigaclear.com/postcode-checker/
The rollout is to occur over the next 3 years but will start in April 2017.
To ensure this parish moves to the front of the rollout queue, it is critical that
as many residents as possible register a non-binding interest in the service. It
costs nothing to do so. Fibre Broadband will come regardless but if we make a
good business case to Gigaclear that they will have a good revenue stream
from this section of their rollout right away, we have a very good chance of
getting priority.
We need as many residents as possible to get onto the Gigaclear site to
register their interest immediately. Rollout planning is underway and it will be
decided by April 2017. There are engineering considerations but we can make
a very good business case to prioritise us.
Devon County Council will come out to BOS to make a presentation. Gigaclear
will attend such a presentation.
Resident F asked if the council were aware that planning application 4097/16/
OPA was in existence with a date to respond to SHDC of February 3 rd 2017.
Clerk confirmed this had been communicated by SHDC via a weekly e mail
updated and that this was received at 16:23 today. No other formal
communication had been received.
Clerk confirmed a communication in respect of changes to road had been
received from PCL Planning Ltd under a reference 05/0570/15/0 and the
Chairman confirmed that the Council had discussed this topic.
Given the significance of this proposal to the community it was agreed to hold
a public meeting to discuss this topic. It was also thought beneficial to hold
this meeting jointly with Ringmore Parish Council.
Action Clerk
C.Cllr Hosking declared an interest in this topic, stating that if required he
would identify a colleague to represent the views of DCC.
Mr Steve Radford – Manager Parkdean campsite
Unfortunately Mr Radford was unable to attend this meeting and offered his
apologies, agreeing to attend the next meeting in February. An invitation is to
be sent. Action Clerk
County Councillor’s report:
C.Cllr Hosking had already contributed to discussion covered by 3 topics in
section 4.0.
C.Cllr Hosking gave a brief update on devolution stating that discussions were
taking place this week and further updates would follow.
C.Cllr Hosking stated that the council were reviewing the options required
to address the £22 million budget cuts and it was possible that Council
Tax may rise above the 2% level.
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7.0

District Councillor’s report:
Chairman shared with the Council the fact that D.Cllr Ward had resigned from
her position and was making no further contribution to council related matters.
Her valuable contribution was acknowledged and the appointment of her
successor is awaited.
8.0
a. Planning applications: The following were discussed:
1621/16/FUL Revised plan received for erection of replacement
dwelling Waves Edge, Road to Highfield, Challaborough, TQ7 4JB
(referred
to in section 4.0 above).
The Council confirmed this had been discussed and Clerk would be
writing to SHDC planning dept. the following day (within the required
deadline) to share their unanimous decision to object to this
development.
9.0 Statement of finances:

Cllr Smith proposed the following payments be approved and cheques prepared.
Cllr Case seconded this proposal. The payments are:
£486.00 - R Matthews – Clerk’s salary October – December 2016
£224.40 - R Matthews – Clerk/office expense October – December 2016
£31.20 – Bigbury News – Printing in respect of Neighbourhood plan
£13.92 – D Gay – Hanging baskets – bus shelter Bigbury-on-Sea
£50.00 – Devon Communities Together – annual subscription
£1200.00 – Bigbury Parish Church churchyard maintenance – annual grant
£30.00 – Bigbury Memorial Hall – hire of hall for Council meetings
£16.00 – Modbury Memorial Hall – hire charge for Councillor’s meeting
£38.28 – BT group – rental cost line and broadband Memorial Hall (direct debit)
A bank statement to cash book reconciliation had been completed as of January
1st and the balance in hand was £17115.67 of which £1196.90 was held as
restricted funds for specific projects.
10.0 Parish Precept 2017/2018:
Cllr Carson advised the Precept had been discussed and a sum of £12,500 had
been agreed and set for the coming year. This detail was shared at the meeting
and some discussion took place over the breakdown.
It was subsequently proposed by Cllr. Carson and seconded by Cllr. Smith that
£350 be made available as a donation to ‘The Shrimps’. However it was agreed
not to amend the total for the forthcoming year.
11.0 P3 Funding:
Mr Simes, Footpath Warden, gave an update of the process to be undertaken
for the P3 funding submission and shared the detail behind the community’s
2017/2018 proposal.
Mr Simes acknowledged that many people contribute towards keeping paths in
a good condition and thanked the farmers for the goodwill they show.
Mr Simes also acknowledged that the small team from DCC had been very
helpful in and around the parish.
Cllr Carson asked Mr Simes to review the safety of the steps on the Warren and
include any required work in the 2017/2018 bid.
Action Footpath Warden
12.0 Casual vacancy for the office of councilor:
Clerked commented that this vacancy had been posted on notice boards and
the Bigbury Community website.
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13.0 NBC Environmental proposal
Following a review and discussing relating to the information provided by Cllr. Owen,
Cllr Carson proposed that for reasons of legality, cost and effectiveness this proposal
would not be followed up. Cllr Smith seconded this proposal.
14.0 Correspondence:
The following correspondence had been received:
a) Royal British Legion - Letter of thanks for donation
b) South Hams Citizens Advice - Letter of thanks for donation
c) Villages in Action – Letter of thanks for donation
d) Foster Care Associates – request for fund raising event – Walk in the sea
(fancy dress) - Feb 12th 2017
e) Bath Spa University – request to film on Bigbury beach –documentary ‘The
Wave Project – Feb 18th/19th 2017
f) SHDC – request for Army recruitment trailer to be sited in car park July 6th
g) Devon Air Ambulance – identification of night landing site – request to talk
to the owner of the golf course and the owner of the fields at the top of
Warren Road / Parker Road. Would then like to attend a future meeting to
discuss further
h) Allianze – St Ann’s Chapel playground
Clerk would respond to d, e and f above and take action in respect of the issues raised
in point h.
Action Clerk
15.0 Meeting closed 09:20 pm Next Parish Council meeting 8th February at 7.30pm

PARISH CLERK.
The Parish Clerk is Richard Matthews of 10 Lower Brook Park, Ivybridge, Devon,
PL21 9TZ; Tel: 07987 130599. clerk.bigburypc@btinternet.com

Gigaclear Broadband















Devon County Council has awarded the Broadband contract to Gigaclear, a company
that can deliver 1GB of speed to premises. Sofi Francis of Devon County Council is
the coordinator.
Gigaclear has procured public investment money from Devon County council for a
Fibre to premises rollout that will cover BoS and surrounding areas. Gigaclear won
out over BT and other companies bidding for the contract.
Gigaclear provide a future proof service that supersedes the fibre to copper solution
BT and others were offering. Technology will render Fibre to copper obsolete in a very
short time. Plus, copper is old and constantly degrading.
The rollout map is available on the Gigaclear website. By entering your postcode, you
can verify if you are covered and fill in the registration form.
The rollout is to occur over the next 3 years but will start in April 2017
To ensure this parish moves to the front of the rollout queue, it is critical that as
many residents as possible register a non-binding interest in the service. It costs
nothing to do so. Fibre Broadband will come regardless but if we make a good
business case to Gigaclear that they will have a good revenue stream from this section of their rollout right away, we have a very good chance of getting priority.
We need as many residents as possible to get onto the Gigaclear site to
register their interest immediately. Rollout planning is underw ay and it w ill
be decided by April 2017. There are engineering considerations but we can make a
very good business case to prioritise us.
Devon County Council will come out to BoS to make a representation. Gigaclear will
attend such a presentation.
Your link to register is here: https://www.gigaclear.com/postcode-checker/
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District Councillor Elections
It was with considerable sadness that we learned of the resignation of our District
Councillor for Charterlands Lindsay Ward.

She had represented the villages of Bigbury, Ringmore, Kingston and the town of
Modbury at the South Hams District Council meetings at Follaton House, Totnes.
Each month she came to our parish council meeting to tell us what the SHDC was
doing that was relevant to us as a community. I for one shall miss her kind guidance
and diligence.
Very surprisingly, I received an invitation to take her place and have been asked to
stand for election on February 23rd which I presume will be hosted by Korniloff as
usual. If anyone would prefer a postal vote, please contact me soon and I can
arrange that.
I've agreed to stand for the Liberal Democrats and try to represent the views of local
people to our District Council and to fight for the things that we hold dear. Those of
you that know me will be aware that together with the rest of the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Committee, we try to assure a stable and settled future for our
community structured around the concerns of all of you that completed your
Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaires earlier this month.
For the last year, I've always tried to represent individuals opinions from St. Anns,
Bigbury, Easton and Challaborough as well as my own village of Bigbury on Sea at
our Parish Council. I am assured by the campaign managers that the role of District
Councillor is similar to that of Parish Councillor, just your area or ward is bigger, so
there are more issues to represent or to fight.
If you would like to vote, I would welcome your trust and my intention would be to
continue to voice your concerns, keep you informed and fight your corner to get the
best for you at South Hams District Council.
Beth (Elizabeth) Huntley

SOUTH WEST DEVON CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION
CHARTERLANDS BRANCH

AGM AND DINNER

on

FRIDAY 3RD MARCH 2017

6.30PM AGM - 7PM DRINKS - 7.30PM DINNER
At

BIGBURY GOLF CLUB

Guest Speaker – Gary Streeter MP
Tickets £15 each
Please contact Gill Cook if you wish to attend - 810156

FOR SALE: Good Quality BACKPACK / RUCKSACK with laptop
compartment - As New, £30 o.n.o. please phone Rose on 810815
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The Devon Rural Archive and Project Donn
If you are planning to study the history of
your home or indeed any of Devon’s
buildings there is no better place to begin
your research than the Devon Rural
Archive (DRA). Whether historic or modern,
humble or grand the archive’s unique
collection and its expert team will help you
unlock the secrets of your home.
From its purpose built facilities in the grounds
of Shilstone House near Modbury in South
Devon the archive is dedicated to promoting
a greater understanding of the architecture
and landscapes of this great county. A growing reference library of historic maps,
documents, images, books, journals and periodicals as well as a special collection of
artefacts and unpublished material makes the DRA an invaluable resource for
Devon’s historians.
Furthermore the library is also the sole repository for the ongoing research project
into the history, significance and development of Devon’s manor houses and
associated landscapes by the DRA’s archaeological team. ‘Project Donn’ was
launched in 2006 and uses the 1765 map of Devon by Benjamin Donn to identify
sites for inclusion in the study. More than six hundred and fifty gentry’ seats were
represented by Donn and to date the DRA team has visited, surveyed and recorded
over one hundred and fifty of these.
The premise of the project is that by the latter half of the eighteenth century these
high status houses were unlikely to have been constructed on greenfield sites.
Instead they occupied long established dwelling sites which could hold evidence from
the later medieval period but possibly even pre-conquest data as well. By studying
these sites, the standing structures and environs, the DRA is able to reveal the
evolution of architecture in Devon through the last millennia and ensure the
information is preserved for future generations.
Shilstone, the home of the DRA, is a prime example of the project’s success as here
there is evidence of occupation from later prehistory to the present day. The earliest
known dwelling on the site was an Iron Age farmstead within an ovoid enclosure in
use from approximately the 2nd century BC to the 2nd century AD. A high status stone
hall house of 3-room cross-passage plan was at the centre of the site by the 14 th
century and, along with 16th and 17th century additions, was the structure recorded
by Benjamin Donn. This house was demolished in the early nineteenth century and
replaced by a courtyard mansion that was heavily truncated only a few decades
later. In the last fifteen years the current owners have sympathetically restored the
house using the findings of the DRA research project.
The archive is privately funded by the Fenwick Charitable Trust (registered charity
number 1007957) and open to the public on a Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
between 11am and 3pm (excluding Bank Holidays). There is no charge for using the
resources and it is not necessary to book just drop in during opening hours. For more
information please visit our website or alternatively call 01548 830832 or email
office@dra.uk.net.
Abi Gray,
Resident Archaeologist, Devon Rural Archive, Shilstone, Modbury, PL21 0TW.
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BIGBURY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE
The Steering Group would like to thank all those who filled in and returned the
Housing Survey and the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire. The Housing Survey will
be analysed by South Hams District Council, and the results fed back to the Steering
Group in due course to help with planning the future housing needs of the parish.
The Steering Group held a meeting on 18th January to discuss the next stage in the
Neighbourhood Plan process, which is to analyse the responses from the
questionnaires prior to the preparation of the Draft Plan. Although we had to set a
deadline for the return of questionnaires, the analysis will take some time, so there
is still scope to return your completed questionnaire - please return it to any
member of the Steering Group as quickly as possible! During the meeting, the
numbers on the returned Plan Questionnaires received by the deadline were put in a
draw. The twelve numbers drawn are as follows:

9; 131; 179; 211; 251; 295; 306; 310; 317; 343; 373; 381
To claim your prize, please take the raffle ticket you detached and kept from the
questionnaire you filled in, and match it with its counterpart on display at Holywell
Stores, where Hilary, Dane and staff will swap it for a bottle of wine provided by the
Parish Council. Please do claim your prize by Tuesday 28th February; if you are
unable to get to Holywell Stores by this date, please contact Valerie Scott on 810336
or Jill Gubbins on 810651 to make other arrangements. Only you will know if you are
a winner as the questionnaires were anonymous, hence you will need your ticket to
claim.
Once again, very many thanks for your participation to MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO
WHERE YOU LIVE.

Unwind Hair Bigbury.
In April, Krista, our hair stylist will be running Plymouth half marathon to raise
money for the Physiotherapy ward at Birmingham children's hospital, a cause very
close to her heart.
Krista's niece Heidi was born last year with 2 dislocated knees after developing in
the womb with her legs bending the wrong direction.

The physiotherapy team at BCH first saw Heidi when she was 2 days old and
immediately created a plan to correct her legs.
So far Heidi has avoided surgery with regular castings and splints, and most recently
undergoing general anaesthetic so they could investigate the muscle,
and range of
movement, and her legs are beginning to normalise.

Hopes are she will walk one day and maybe even run with her auntie!!
To support this fundraising we will be running the following promotion during
March:
FREE CHILDS HAIRCUT WITH EVERY ADULTS HAIRCUT!! (Under 11s)
(We
will then
donate the cost
of the
child's haircut to BCH)
If you would like to read more about Krista's fundraising, or if you would like to
support Birmingham children's hospital yourself, please visit her just giving
page - http://justgiving.com/kristabella84
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Bigbury Golf Club
News at the Nineteenth Hole
The last competition of 2016, the Stewards cup, was played
between Christmas and the New Year and is open to all
members. Congratulations go to Alan Walters who with a fine
42 points won the competition and was presented with
Stewards cup by our bar manager Annie, a great score and a great end to the year
for Alan. Three players with a good score of 37 points all vied for the next prize pot
which was decided on count back and congratulations go to Martyn Scarterfield on
coming second, Robin Leach for third place and Bryan Newitt for fourth place.
The New Year as always means New Captains for the club, and our first fixture in the
calendar year is always the Captains Drive-In This year we were treated to a fine,
bright day, if not rather chilly with a strong north easterly breeze. A lovely change
from past years when wind and rain tried to spoil the day, but as the saying goes
"the sun shines on the righteous”
A crowd of around 90, mainly family, friends, playing and social members gathered
at the first tee to support the new captains, Men's Captain Ben Guest, Ladies Captain
Sally Errett, Seniors' Captain Tony Messenger and Juniors' Captain Luke Westlake, as
they took their first drives of the year. The assembled crowd cheered the captains
onto the first tee to watch each hit a ball down the fairway- a daunting prospect with
so many eyes watching! All survived the pressure and the four all hit pretty good tee
shots to put the balls in play down the fairway, as always the support and good
humour
from
everyone
was
excellent
as
Tracy
Loveys,
our
Golf
Professional introduced the Captains.
Back in the club house and following the speeches made by the captains it was back
out onto the course where eighteen couples took part in an eleven hole Greensomes
competition, which was won by Barry Milner and his partner John Bamfield scoring
27 points on count back beating Robin Leach and Matt Nadin on the last two holes.
With the fair weather continuing the first competition of the year, the Hogmanay
Trophy was played on schedule. This year the scores were tight and Alan Maher and
his partner Darren Mutton took the title scoring 69.5 points to win the Trophy on
count back from second placed Nick Bunch and his partner Peter Hamon, Stewart
Fulton and Paul Kingwell scored 70 points for third place.
This month the club welcomes our new caterers, Liz and Howard Turner of the
Dinner Service@ the 19th, the restaurant will be open daily from 9am on the 1 st
February and will also be serving Sunday lunches starting on the 5 th February, additionally a regular supper club providing themed dinners will be held. The first
evening dinner will be on the 28 th February with an evening titled “Mexican
Moments” - definitely something to look forwards to! All bookings can be made
through the club 01548 810557 option 3.
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Diana Lyne
Dennis Lyne and family would like to thank everyone for
their letters, cards and messages of sympathy for the
loss of Diana, and those who attended the Service of
Thanksgiving at St Lawrence Parish Church; also for the
kind donations for the Charity Livewire a youth project.
“Making Music Change Lives for Diana’s chosen charity.
Also special thanks to Michael Tagent for conducting
Diana’s Thanksgiving Service, Jill Pete and her daughter
Tabitha, for the flowers in the church, and family
flowers. Chris, Katie and their crew
for an excellent wake at the Oyster Shack. Walter C Parsons Funeral Director of Ivybridge,
for their help, kindness and their professionalism.
My family and myself would like to say a special thank you for all the help and kindness I
have received at this difficult time from my friends in Bigbury on /sea.
Dennis Lyne

(I would like to share the lovely eulogy read at Diana’s Thanksgiving Service)
Who could ever imagine that a little country church in a tiny country village deep in the
South Hams could feel so warm and welcoming on an ordinary Friday in December…?
What sort of person brings together so many people, every single one of whom has made
special in your eyes at some point in time or another…?
Mum, today you have confirmed something that I have been thinking secretly for a while
now, but never spoken out loud: you are the true, the one and only People’s Princess. You
are the real deal.
Diana, Di, Mum, Granny; Mrs Lyne, Mrs Lynn, or even ‘that Mrs Lions: you touched the
lives of everyone who came within your radar. You were unstintingly generous with your
hospitality, which was literally never ending. Your doors were permanently open to the
weary traveller, the friend in need, the neighbour, tenant or holiday maker who just loved
to talk; the grandchildren and children who sought your advice on everything: from
relationships, health, education, money, legal issues, bringing up children, to the
practicalities of how to bake a cake in a microwave, or where to situate a fig tree.

The only remaining mystery is: how did you do it, where did all this come from?
You excelled at school: firstly, Miss Raisin’s Academy in South Brent and later, Totnes High
School for Girls, where you also proved to be an excellent sportswoman, particularly in
Field Hockey where you captained the High School team with great success.
You were an exceptionally dutiful daughter, returning from your nursing training at the
Royal Berks in Reading to manage your parents burgeoning family business, where you
multitasked as company accountant, company secretary, sometime shop-floor manager
and what would nowadays be called Head of Human Resources; one of those human
resources being – fortunately for us – our dad.
The story goes that you and your boyfriend needed a lift to a ball in Torquay. Enter (stage l
Dennis, the firm’s superstar salesperson, who had a car; so you asked him to drive you
there. My entrepreneurial grandfather, seizing the moment (enter stage right) suggested
that indeed, Dennis should be the one to take the young Princess Diana to the ball…
The rest, as they say, is history. There is no way that our poor dad could have foreseen
back then what it was he was actually getting: not just one strong-willed and independentminded woman, but another – myself – and another – my sister Bec – and another – my
sister Verity. Then finally (and this must have seemed like sweet relief at the time), a son
– my brother Joe, who, it has to be said, held his own admirably in the dynamic mix of
crazy women, horses, dogs, cats, chickens, canaries, rabbits: cars, houses, tenants,
artists models, and hangers-on at our various residencies in South Brent.
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(Do we remember the episode of the Bent Three? Oh yes, we do.)

(Do we remember the episode of the Pinocchio cream? Oh yes, we do.)
It is impossible to think about mum without thinking of dad and the deep love that they felt
for each other; the simple Christian values that they shared and the fun that they must have
had bringing up such a large and wayward family. No two people could have been more
diligent, committed and hard-working as my parents in carving out such a great life for
themselves and for us from those challenging beginnings. Their personalities complimented
each other perfectly: what one couldn’t do the other can, and they could both turn their
hands to most things. Over time they travelled extensively, reaching out and engaging with
people wherever they went, developing their various hobbies to a sophisticated level, not
least their shared passion for gardening, and again, their extraordinary hospitality at their
lovely home in Bigbury-on-Sea, where they have lived for the past 10 years.

And yet, and yet…. I see my parents as both typical of their generation and atypical: Yes
mum was indeed a dutiful daughter, a wonderful wife, mother and grandmother to her
extended family. She was a talented interior decorator, cook and horticulturist, but in my
family we have a saying, ‘There’s always more…’ and over the past three weeks I have
immersed myself in thoughts and recollections on our mum’s life. I’ve canvassed the ideas
of my brother and sisters to try and fathom out what special qualities she had that enables
each one of us to relate to her so intimately and, in particular, to figure out where all that
knowledge and wisdom came from in a person who never took to the internet, who
definitely didn’t spend all day listening to Radio 4, but yet became the oracle for all her
family, friends and business associates alike.
Sometimes the clue to person’s true nature can be found in its absences. Our mum had no
interest in political ideology, religious dogma, technocrats or bureaucracies. She was both of
her time but also a millennial who never allowed herself to become bogged down by junk
mail, information overload or the white noise of the internet: a life lesson, in other words,
for younger generations.
She had an exceptionally eclectic mind; using her own eyes and ears to find things out firsthand, to piece together the jigsaw of life. This included her daily reading of the Western
Morning News – her prime source of information – her following of East Enders – her
evening entertainment – and the novels she devoured in the small hours: like me, mum was
a very poor sleeper.
Mum had some wonderful sayings of her own, and here too were signs of her personality.
‘Sometimes’, she would say, ‘the game isn’t worth the candle’. I often puzzled over where
this came from. Was it an old Devonian expression? Was it something she made up? In fact
it comes from 16th century France and refers to gambling be candlelight: if the winnings
weren’t sufficient, they didn’t warrant the expense of staying up all night. This parallels
exactly two phrases dad instilled in all of us teenagers when he was teaching us to drive
(with apologies for the vernacular): ‘Make the buggers wait’, or alternatively, ‘Let the
buggers go’. These are not just sayings they are, again, important life metaphors that you
pass on to your own children, and (with a little poetic licence) they are only a few steps
away from the Christian ethic of ‘turning the other cheek’.
Pragmatism, practicality, her grounding in the real world, and finally, I have come to
realise, what really draws our mother apart from the crowd is, in fact, all of you who are
here today – and of course some others who can’t be – which is her friends. This was a truly
reciprocal arrangement. Mum offered the hand of friendship and in turn listened and learned
new things for herself. It would be impossible to name all the folk who have influenced my
mum at one time or another, but of those she talked about a lot was her friend Jackie –
who, she said, made her laugh more than anyone else in the world; her fiend Gill – who has
captured the essence of our mum so well in these magnificent flowers, and most especially
her fiend Rose – a real role model to mum in courage, grace, elegance and fun.
Amongst her friends I also include all the children and young people who were vital to
mum’s ability to live life forwards and to harbour no real regrets.

To conclude, our mum also combined two qualities that are often seen as contradictory,
namely, her cleverness and her compassion, both of which she had in spades and
fragments of which reside in each of us who has had the privilege to know and love her
so much.
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Diana’s Legacy
Following the sad death of our friend Diana Lyne last year and on behalf of
Livewire Youth Project I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations
to her chosen charity.

Livewire is a youth project that works with disadvantaged young people through
music. It has no funding from the council and is only funded through fund raising
and kind donations.
Diana’s legacy will help so many young people and for that we are extremely
grateful.

Thank you
Best wishes
Viv Yandell MBE

K.E.D.F.A.S.
Kingsbridge Estuary Decorative and
Fine Art Society
February Talk
THE CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF
PAINTINGS
SARAH COVE
This includes a discussion of the nature of oil painting materials, from the Middle
Ages to the present day, and the common problems associated with the aging and
deterioration of, and damage to, easel paintings. Hints and advice on the general
care of paintings in homes is given in liberal doses throughout.
Venue: Methodist Church, 100, Fore Street, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1AW

Wednesday February 22nd 2017 - 7 for 7.30pm
Thursday February 23rd 2017 -10 for 10.30am
Everybody welcome – no need to be a member.
£8 donation includes coffee/tea and biscuits.

Registered Charity number 1158965
www.facebook.com/kedfas
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January/February 2017

A New Year and time, once again, to reflect on what has happened over the past
year as I did in January 2016. I’m proud to say I did become Dr Wendie PhD. People
have been asking me what my PhD is in and I have to confess that, despite slogging
away at it for 4 years, I wasn’t quite sure. However, I have just booked my
graduation ceremony and on the form it says ‘Clinical and Experimental Medicine’.
So there you have it! I’m still not sure what that is (despite having an actual PhD in
it) but there we are. Sounds good though, I think. Looking forward to wearing the
funny hat and gown for the final time… I have promised William Weekend not to do
University again. I’ve done it 4 times so I think 5 probably would be a bit greedy. I
also managed to get a picture book published. The first of many, or at least several,
I hope.
I have learnt a lot about children’s publishing in the last year which I would like to
put to good use. William is fed-up of funding my life as a perpetual student so now I
must turn my attention to doing something productive. I am tentatively thinking of
opening a children’s bookshop. This might be intellectually exciting but not
necessarily financially lucrative. Actually, doing some research, it seems it is more a
case of ‘definitely not’ financially lucrative. Anyway, it is dangerous for me to be at a
‘loose end’ and this is what I have been thinking about since I have not been
distracted by doing study. Poor William!
A potential downside of starting something new would be that I might end up
spending less time in Bigbury. This would definitely be a bad thing. Despite the
misgivings of Resident Ronnie about *whispers* people like me, I am starting to feel
a teeny sense of belonging and involvement. Although I am not there all the time, I
hope I have been able to contribute some small things. I share Ronnie’s
disappointment that communities are not necessarily what they used to be but I’m
afraid the days of being able to go to the pub and meet the local butcher, baker and
candlestick maker are long gone for all but a very lucky select few. Those few
probably live in island communities such as the Western Isles where frequently the
local butcher is the baker and candlestick maker. Communities are in flux all the
time and, although things have undoubtedly changed, they have done so all over the
country and I don’t feel it is fair to lay the all the blame for all the less positive
changes in Bigbury society entirely at the door of ‘weekenders’ like me. Being joined
as a regular Bigbury News contributor by Resident Ronnie has been one of the real
positives of 2016. In 2017, I look forward to more healthy debate on this and other
subjects!
Good luck to everyone who has made a New Years’ Resolution and made it as far as
the end of January! I did Dry January in solidarity with a friend who works for a
charity that helps veterans with drug and alcohol problems. I’m by no means an
alcoholic but, at the time of writing (23.1.17) I am very pleased that there are only
8 days left!
Much love
WW
weekendwendie@gmail.com (-:
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G.U.T.S……….Get Up To Speed
‘How to’ Sessions
2-3 hours | Practical workshops | Equipment provided
Internet for Beginners
Learn the basic skills to get online! Get advice on choosing a web browser, learn
how to stay in contact with friends and family, shop and bank online - and how to
stay safe!
Introduction to iPads

Not just for browsing the internet and picking up emails! Learn how to capture, edit
and share photos and video, keep in contact with friends and family, improve your
organisation, navigate your way to new locations and much more! A limited number
of iPads will be provided but please feel free to bring your own.
Social Media
Get a hands-on introduction to the main platforms including Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube and Instagram. Learn how to create an account, connect with friends and
family, and share photos and video.
Drop In Surgery

Pop in at any time during this session with your device and questions for a chat with
one of the team. We will be on hand to offer advice and answer specific questions on
choosing a broadband deal, using the internet, email, mobile phones, laptops,
tablets, social media and much more!

Get up to speed
Following the installation of broadband at the Memorial Hall, the Parish Council have
organised this session because it is committed in their support for providing basic
computer training for as wide an audience as possible.

The session will be held at Bigbury Memorial Hall on

Tuesday February 14th between 10.00 and 13.00.
Whatever device you have (laptop, tablet or smart phone) bring it along to the
session with you. Don’t worry if you haven't got a device or if you are thinking of
buying one, there will be equipment at the session for you to use. You can stay for
the whole session or just drop in during the time.

!! Important !!
It is imperative that you book for this session - the organisers require 15 or
more attendees.

To book for your free place call 0300 123 1185 or visit
www.connectingdevonandsomerst.co.uk/events
or contact me Rose Owen on 810815
Please support the council in this endeavour Book now or loose
out on this free offer!
The Get Up To Speed service is delivered as part of the Connecting Devon and Somerset programme
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I sit here and write this article from the warmth of the Rangers office
at Southdown Farm near Malborough, while the ice and frost outside
is just starting to thaw. These crisp January mornings are lovely.
I thought that in this article I would explain a bit about the area that
the South Devon team manages. In our team there are 5 permanent
and at present one seasonal member of staff. This is our core team
and the area we cover is from Wembury Point in the West to Dartmouth in the East,
some 8000 acres and 40 miles of coastline. In order to make it easier to manage
and for the local communities to understand who to contact we have divided it in
half with the West side managed by myself and Joel (Wembury Point round to and
including Bigbury) and the East side managed by Emma and Ricky (South Milton
Sands round to Dartmouth). As you can appreciate this is a massive area for a small
team to cover and we only manage due to the help and generousity of our
volunteers and with the help of our local communities. All this area costs us money
to maintain, improve and conserve; each mile of coast path costs £3000 each year
to maintain. That is why donations, car parking charges and most importantly
memberships taken at our car parks are cruicial for our team to continue looking
after these beautiful areas forever for everyone.

We have said goodbye to our Full time Volunteer Countryside Ranger George Blake
who has been working with us for the last 6 months gaining experience so he can
gain employment in the countryside management sector. George at present is still
applying for jobs and has headed back to his home in Warwickshire where he will be
volunteering until he finds employment, which with his skills and experience we
hope to be quite soon. As George left we had a new volunteer start, Will Leyland. He
has just finished his degree in countryside management and will be working with us
for 6 months to gain practical experience.
If you are interested in volunteering with the National Trust or want to learn more
about the work in your area please stop and have a chat to the team if you see us
out working or if you have any comments about the work of the National Trust
please
call
Lorna
Sherriff
on
01548
562344
or
email
lorna.sherriff@nationaltrust.org.uk
Lorna Sherriff
Area Ranger
Follow us on Twitter: @NTSouthDevon and Facebook: National Trust South Devon
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Seichem
Reiki
Reconnective
Bengsten Method

My house or at yours
Contact: Beth
01548 810385
huntthebum@icloud.com
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Bringing the Community Together
On November 25th, just too late to catch the December issue of Bigbury News, we
put on a Villages in Action event when Cosgrave & Banks brought their sublime
acoustic music to the Hall. This was more than “just” a folk evening. They
performed songs from all over the world, together with traditional British music, to
thoroughly entertain an audience of 35 people. Special thanks to Robbie, Roger and
Sally for all the work put in.

The New Year got off to a great start on January 13th with our popular annual Quiz
Night. Nearly 80 people attended – a magnificent turnout (see photo). After a
keenly fought contest, the Aveton Gifford/Ringmore team won, but local pride was
saved by the valiant efforts of the Bigbbury Courtiers in second place.
Our next event is on Wednesday February 15th when the Opera Dudes bring their
unique combination of top quality singing and music making, slapstick comedy,
ridiculous impressions and audience participation to the Hall. Comprising a
Cambridge graduate opera tenor and an ex bricklayer, they’re a little bit classical
and a little bit rock n’ roll. A fantastic blend of tender emotion and outrageous
laughter. You will have never seen anything like them before! Tickets, available
from Holywell Stores), are £11 (children £8, family £35) and include light
refreshments (BYO drinks and glasses). See poster for more details.
Also in the next couple of months, we’ll be staging the latest in our great value Film
and Food Nights. The date of this w ill be announce in next month’s issue.
Charles Harrington.
Tel. 810023.
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Email charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk

Bigbury Memorial Hall
Calendar of Events February 2017
Day & Time

Activity

Contact name

Tel. no

Mon.

Body Boost

*Jill Gubbins

810651

10.05 – 11.05

Pilates

*Jill Gubbins

810651

19.00 – 20.15

Yoga

Fi Baker

Tues.

17.30 - 19.30

Youth Club

Louise Pitt

07786860440

Wed.

9.30 – 11.45

South Hams
Shrimps

Beccy Phelan

811179 /
07789111200

Thurs.

9.15 – 10.00

Body Strength

*Jill Gubbins

810651

10.05 – 11.05

Pilates

*Jill Gubbins

810651

11.15 – noon

Strong & Steady
(plus tea & chat)

*Jill Gubbins

810651

9.15 – 10.00

February Events: W ednesday 15 February

831599

7.30pm. Opera Dudes :License to

Thrill. A Villiages in Action event. Tickets (£11) from Holywell Stores. See posters
for details.
Friday 24th February: 7.00pm Macmillan Quiz. See poster for details.
Future Events
March or April (date to be decided) Film Night.
50:100 Club (P romoted by Dane Vanstone). Tickets (£6 for the six monthly
draws from February until July 2017) are available from Holywell Stores. Buy now
for your chance to win. 50% of the money goes in prizes and 50% to the Memorial
Hall. Prize winners for December were Hazel Osborne (£20); Grant Peet (£10) and
Lyn Hiscock (£5) and for January Jenny Cornwall (£20); Michael Poynter (£10) and

Jane Tucker (£5).
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Once again we enter the Gull breeding season and several nesting pairs are to
be seen in the village on various rooftops hatching their eggs on precarious nests.
For some people Seagulls are just a noisy nuisance and regarded with disdain. For
others they are a fine creature surviving against the odds of the weather and
human interference.
Unlike certain resorts the Seagulls in Bigbury on Sea are largely well behaved
and steer well clear of people; the majority of whom recognise that feeding Gulls
will change that delicate balance for the worst. But even with a largely well
behaved Gull population some residents are taking their dislike of the birds and
their nesting habits to extremes and are destroying the nests and their eggs.
But residents should know that such action is illegal and offenders could find
themselves facing large fines:
“All species of gull are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 and the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985. this makes it illegal
to intentionally or, in Scotland, recklessly injure or kill any gull or damage
or destroy an active nest or its contents.”

The best solution for anyone not wanting birds to nest on their roof is to
take early pre-nesting season preventative measures such as boxing off the angled
areas between their chimney and roof, installing wire spikes in gullies and so on.
That way no one will fall foul of the law and the birds won’t suffer distress when
they see their nest and eggs destroyed.
The Parish Council have recently enquired of a specialist company who offer
deterrents in the form of hawk deployment, unfortunately, while this method may
have some success in larger communities, towns and cities, for our small
community this method holds no guarantee of success and is not financially
possible.
The way forward for residents affected is to take precaution before nesting
commences, ensuring that whatever precautionary measures they take fall within
the boundaries of the law.

25

On Wednesday 7th December the Korniloff Coffee Morning raised £645 for
St Lawrence Church tower and bell restoration fund. Thank you to everybody who came and supported us so generously. Many thanks to all those
people who made all the festive goodies and manned the stalls. There was
a wonderful selection of goods, festive feel and atmosphere.
During the year we have raised £2451 for mainly local charities. Each
month there is a loyal band of regular supporters and Yvonne and I would
like to invite you to a ‘THANK YOU TEA’ at Korniloff on THURSDAY 2nd February at 2.30pm
for a chat and quiz with the residents.
We start again on Wednesday 1st March when we will be fundraising for Kingsbridge Triangle
Centre. We look forward to seeing you between 10.30 and noon.
We would like to give our grateful thanks to Gina and Gordon, their staff, who are always so
helpful and of course the residents of Korniloff for welcoming us into their lovely home and
for their continuing support.
Jean & Yvonne.
In December several members met for coffee at Liz's house to
discuss our December book and then instead of our usual meeting
on the 1st Wednesday of the month we enjoyed a magnificent
Christmas meal at Turtley Corn Meal.
Our January meeting was held at Jo's house and our numbers
were somewhat depleted by illness and holidays but we discussed
"The Year of the
Runaways" by Sunjeev Sahota which was about the struggles of
Indian migrants both in their own country and when they arrived in England and settled
mainly in Sheffield. This was a well-written and absorbing book and provoked a good
discussion. Some members found it upsetting, others found it hard to follow because of
the Indian names and the way the story moved from the sub-continent to Britain but most
of us finished it and were glad that we did.
Our book for February is "Mornings in Jenin" by Susan Abulhawa and this will
be discussed when we next meet on February 1st at my house. New Members are
always welcome.
Hazel Osborne

Bigbury Ladies

On Wednesday 14th December we went further afield this year for our
Christmas Lunch - The Cottage Hotel at Hope Cove in fact. Seventeen of
us met up at the hotel at 12.30 for 1.0 lunch and, as usual for our
Christmas get-together, we were joined by some gentlemen.
Jean Wright
drove Rose O and me and en route, we picked up Mo in Aveton Gifford, who
had travelled from her home in Plymouth on the service bus.
At Hope
Cove we met up with
Helen, Pat and Mike Holness, Mike and Rita Baker,
Rose and Hans van der Heiden, Jane, Hazel, Jo, Gill and Grant, Iris.
Rita had reserved 3 car park places on the bottom level of the car park which was at the
same level as the entrance. Helen did a sterling job of shuffling car park reservation names
around so I think most of our party’s cars managed to have an easier walk into the hotel
than having to trudge down the steep slope from the from the above tiers. The hotel was
decorated beautifully - the Christmas tree in the hotel foyer was magnificently decorated
and the general presentation throughout was wonderful. Rita had done a really efficient
job of printing out the names of all those attending even including on the cards our
choice for the individual courses.
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We had an excellent 3 course lunch with some good choices on the menu. As for the sweet
trolley……..mmm. We won’t mention who, but one certain gentleman managed to obtain a
portion of every sweet on the trolley and there were about 10 choices!!!!!
Our January meeting will be at Helen’s house on Wednesday 18th from 11.0 a.m. If you are
attending, it will be appreciated if you could bring a plate with you (with some food on it!!)
for a
bring and share lunch.
We will be discussing suggestions for our monthly
get-togethers this year. Please remember the group is open to all – we are an informal
gathering – we don’t have a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer etc. – we just meet up on the
3rd Wednesday of every month so just come and join us.

Bigbury Ladies Report - Part 2 !!!!!
A lovely cheery band of ladies met up at Helen’s on Wednesday 18th January. Initially we
discussed suggestions for the meetings for the whole of this year and then adjourned to
Helen’s dining room where a fabulous buffet was laid out. We had all taken a plate of food
and what a lovely selection there was. Just to make your mouths water there were a few
different quiches, sandwiches, a gorgeous sausage plait (made by Jean), hot dogs, hard
boiled eggs (cut in halves with the yolks mixed with a smattering of curry powder and then
beautifully piped back into the remaining whites), a gorgeous smoked mackerel pate, a
home-made coleslaw, just to mention a few. To finish there were cheese and biscuits plus
Gill’s gorgeous coffee cake. All this was swilled down with some white wine. The ladies
know how to do lunch!!!! Anyway – the result of our discussions came up with this
TENTATIVE PROGRAMME for the year.
February

Bistro Pierre in the Royal William Yard, Plymouth (see note below)

March

Shilston House, near Modbury –Devon Rural Archive Centre

April

A river trip

May

Tiverton Canal – (if we have enough people to fill a coach. If you are
interested please contact one of the Bigbury Ladies – gentlemen are very
welcome to join in on this trip and we MUST fill the coach to make it possible

June

The Wild Garden, near Yelverton

July

RHS Rosemoor near Torrington – again, as with the May outing, we
may have to have a coach and would like many residents to join us to visit
this wonderful garden. (For any of you interested in gardening there is always
a gardening programme on Radio Devon 103.45 FM on Sunday mornings
9.0am - 10.30 am when Sarah Chesters from RHS Rosemoor answers
questions and gives gardening advice).

August

Gill Peet’s at Miramar, Marine Drive, BoS – flower arranging followed
by bring- a-plate lunch.

September

Butterfly Farm, Buckfastleigh

October

Round Robin – Totnes to Dartmouth, Dartmouth to Kingswear,
Kingswear to Paignton and then back to Totnes

November

Darts Farm near Topsham

December

Christmas lunch – Cottage Hotel, Hope Cove

NB:
If anybody wishes to join us at Pierre Bistro (including any gentlemen)
please ring Rita on 810 792 before 7th February.
There is a fashion show with lunch in aid of Macmillan Nursing by ‘No. 9 Fashions in
Kingston’ at the Cottage Hotel, Hope Cove on Thursday 23rd March. Tickets £22.50
which includes the 2 course lunchwith coffee and, of course, the fashion show. Please ring
Rita (810792) if you w ish to go.
Pam Trundle 810719
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Bigbury History Society – Water Mills on the Devon Avon
This was the subject of a fascinating talk by Joddy Chapman (from
South Brent) at The Memorial Hall on Thursday 24 th November, to 35
combined members of BHS and the Aune Conservation Association.
Joddy described an amazing 20 or so Mill Buildings along our River
Avon, used mainly for flour, together with their leats and machinery. Coming
downstream he identified their location on an OS map of 1886.
He showed how the mills supported a way of life that has now largely disappeared
and identified many fascinating remnants which still exist.
Joddy explained that the mills produced up to 20 sacs (280 lb) of flour per day – but
all this ended in the early 1900’s when relatively small (750 watt) electric motors
could do just as well.
The History Society has an exciting proposed programme of talks and visits for
2017, as well as its ongoing commitment to preserving and continuing the Village
Archives. Why not join us ?
Peter Cook 810156
Watermills on South Devon's River Avon
Don Gaskin's account of a talk by Joddy Chapman - 24 Nov 2016

The River Avon rises at Aune Head on the southern slopes of Dartmoor. Its route is
impeded initially by the Avon Dam, above Shipley Bridge, but then it flows through
South Brent and across the South Hams countryside for some 20 miles before joining
the English Channel between Bantham and Bigbury. Initially it is a fast flowing
moorland stream, midway along its length it runs through small villages, fields and
woodland then widens out below Loddiswell into a tidal estuary.
Joddy Chapman of Sustainable South Brent gave a talk to a combined Aune
Conservation Association and Bigbury History Society meeting at Bigbury Memorial
Hall on the 24th of November about the water mills which used the river water for
power. Over recent years he has been responsible for bringing two abandoned water
wheels, either side of Lydia Bridge, back into use.
The larger wheel at Crackhill has in the past been used to grind flour, power a
canvas factory and a stone crusher for the local quarry. Since its restoration –
completed this Summer – it has been producing electricity for the National Grid.
Joddy used the 1886 Ordnance Survey Map of the area (available on the National
Library of Scotland website) to research the sites of nineteen water wheels situated
along the River Avon and its tributaries, which have been used to generate power
over the centuries. While some of them have almost completely disappeared except
for a few artifacts, grind stones etc. Many of the old mill buildings still exist, some
now converted to residential use. In the main they were substantial buildings often
three storeys high and soundly constructed. In total he has traced 5 watermills at
South Brent, plus others at nearby Owley and Turtley Mill - which is now a pub and
restaurant complete with a water wheel which is probably not in its original
place.
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Further downstream there were mills at Diptford, Butterford (North Huish), Gara
Bridge, two at Loddiswell (one now a garden centre) Woodleigh and two near Aveton
Gifford on the river. There were also mills on streams feeding into the Avon at
Aveton Gifford, Ashford and Duke's Mill at Foxhole near Bigbury.

There are numerous Mill Roads and Mill Lanes still around which help with
identification. The mills were fed by weirs and sluices which diverted water from the
river upstream to gain a head. Diagonal weirs across the river gave better control
over the flow than ones built at right angles to the banks. Some used millponds to
store water which could be released to turn the water wheel. The millpond at
Ashford Mill is still visible but overgrown and the one at Duke's Mill was filled in with
demolition waste from the mill and adjacent buildings many years ago.
Joddy has visited all the sites and taken photographs where there are remains
visible. Old records he has found show that in the 1890's Loddiswell Corn Mill had
two water wheels and produced 150 sacks of flour each week.The New Corn Mill
below Loddiswell in 1869 had three sets of grindstones and produced 100 sacks a
week.( A sack weighed 280 pounds). Water mills probably originated to grind corn
but over the years some were used as flock mills*, paper mills, grist mills* fulling
mills* and to provide power to other industrial processes. At Gara Bridge an
Archimedes Screw has recently been installed which generates 15 kilowatts of
electricity. In the past leats and river banks were kept clear of trees to prevent
them falling in and damaging weirs and water wheels. Milling could clearly be a
dangerous occupation as several mills burnt down. The milling process generated a
lot of heat and the presence of fine dust could cause an explosion. Some were also
probably thatched. Being close to the river they could also be prone to flooding.
Some survived until World War Two but the difficulties of access, the availability of
mains electricity and the importation of grain in bulk which could be milled on an
industrial scale lead to their general demise.
It was a fascinating talk with excellent illustrations which gave an insight into the
major role played by water power in centuries past and the importance of the milling
industry in the local economy. Perhaps in the future we will learn how to use this
source of power again to create local employment and reduce the demand for non
sustainable resources.
*** The dictionary defines flock as wool, shredded waste paper and cloth and waste
wool. Grist is shown as general grain (presumably for animal feed) and malt for
brewing. Fulling is described as to scour/beat/thicken to finish and cleanse woollens.

ARTWORK NEEDED
PLEASE CAN I MAKE AN APPEAL FOR SOME NEW ARTWORK TO GRACE THE FRONT
COVER OF BIGBURY NEWS?
I am seriously short of artwork for the front cover, to the point that I am having to
recycle drawings from past issues! They need to be pencil/pen line drawings that
would look good in b/w. Come on people, I know there are some really good artists
out there, don’t be hiding your light under a bushel !!!

Please send them to Rose
at bigburynewseditor@gmail.com or leave them at Holywell Stores
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As we’re sure many of you will have noticed we were closed at
the end of November and early December to allow for some
redecoration to take place at the takeaway. All the team are
delighted with the results and we are now looking forward to
another busy year ahead!
As a special thank you for all your support throughout last year, we’re offering our
local customers an amazing 25% off our menu (alcohol excluded).
This fabulous
offer is open to locals with a postcode of TQ7 and TQ8, we do, however, require
proof of a local address, for example a driver’s licence or utility bill.
At this time of year we see lots of dogs visiting the beach to stretch their legs and
have a good run in the crisp, fresh winter air. We haven’t forgotten about man’s
best friend and are also offering a free toy treat for dogs when customers spend £10
or more before midday. These fantastic offers are running from now until the end of
February!
With 25% off, it’s the perfect time to try something different on our menu.
Throughout the winter we have a number of warming winter dishes available. Give
our original spicy homemade falafel and pitta bread served with harissa mayo, vine
tomatoes and lettuce a go. Or, try a hearty gluten free pie from Clive’s Pies or one
of our Venus steak pasties. An innovative take on a traditional pasty, ours is made
using local beef, Cornish ale and traditional vegetables with a unique twist from
horseradish and rosemary.
Did you see our café at Blackpool Sands earlier this month in The Guardian’s '50 Best
Breakfast Places in the UK'? This, combined with our special offer gives you the
perfect reason to come on down to our Bigbury takeaway, before 11.30am, to try
one of our delicious breakfasts for yourself.
At Venus we’ve been a passionate supporter of the Samaritans for a long time.
Louisa Newman, one of our founders, has a strong connection with the charity’s
South Devon branch in Torquay as her mother, the late Lady Ann Newman, was a
regular volunteer helping at the branch well into her nineties. We’re thrilled to have
linked up with the Samaritans and will be raising money for the charity over the next
three years. Every time you buy a cup of tea, no matter what the size or from which
café or takeaway, we will donate 5p to the Samaritans to help them continue their
invaluable work in the region.
Have you met Cerys and Josh? Both work at the takeaway during the weekends and
school holidays and joined the Bigbury team last summer. Cerys, joined her father
as a Venus employee and is really enjoying working for a local, family run business,
whereas Josh, who joined us after finishing his GCSEs particularly enjoys the
interaction with the customers at Bigbury. Both Cerys and Josh look forward to
seeing you soon!
Martin, Andy and the team at Venus
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Get ready to Swash Your Buckles !
The World Premiere of the newest comedy musical is
coming to town in the form of Kingsbridge Amateur
Theatrical Society's (KATS ) 'Pieces of After Eight.' A
swash buckling tale of Pirates seeking treasure - and
maybe romance... on an island far away from their
usual hearty habitat.
Set in a rundown seaside hotel, these 3 pirates are convinced that
there's buried treasure to be found- but will 'sensitive' pirate Daniel
find more than he bargained for in the form of the winsome and
innocently beguiling Samantha?
His rough and tough fellow seamen ‘Simeon’ and loveable but dim
witted ‘Bosun’ make up a motley crew that could frighten the life out of
any of the moribund and definitively eccentric hotel guests if they
could just take a minute from their game of scrabble.
Hotel Owners James and long suffering Pru have struggles of their own
and that's not to mention the 'secret' customs and excise officer and
decidedly dodgy modern day smuggler on board!
Heartstrings will be pulled, power struggles, planks and parrots will all
be featured in this fun and uplifting new musical written and composed
by local KATS member Grant Davies with lyrics by comedy sidekick
Johnny Jarman. Grant and Johnny go way back having written comedy
sketches for the BBC in a previous life - so don't miss out on the
chance to attend this exclusive premiere right here in the South Hams!
'Pieces of After Eight' will run at Malborough Village Hall from
March 24th to April 1st at 7.30pm with a Saturday Matinee at
2.30pm.Tickets Wed £8 Thurs/Fri/ £10 Sat £8 and £5 (U16)
available from Kingsbridge Information Centre and online at
www.kats-kingsbridge.co.uk
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St Anns Chapel | Bigbury | TQ7 4HQ
Gearing up for a busy 2017 at The Pickwick Inn
We’ve had an incredibly busy Christmas and New Year at The Pickwick Inn – a huge
thank you from everyone here! We hope you enjoyed spending some of the festive
season with us.
After all that excitement, we’re getting back into the swing of things for 2017. Once
again, we’re bringing back our great offers and events for this New Year. Join us
for:


Pizza and Pint Night – every Wednesday, enjoy a handmade authentic Italian
pizza and pint for just £9.95 each. With 12 delicious toppings to choose from,
plus a range of extras to add for £1 each, it’s a great mid-week treat.



Quiz Night – Team up with your friends and test your knowledge with our
Thursday Quiz Night. Just £1 to enter, or free if you dine with us on the night,
you could win a £25 gift card.



Seniors’ Lunch Club – Every Monday from 12pm – 2:30pm, all guests over 50
can enjoy a delicious two course lunch for just £5. It’s a great opportunity to
get together with friends or just to avoid the washing up.

Also returning for 2017 is our popular Live Music nights. Taking place on the first
Friday of every month, you can enjoy live music from local bands from 9pm –
11pm. Join us on:


3rd February – Opium, a rock and alternative band from Plymouth, is well
known for their energetic shows.



3rd March – Catalina Wine Mixer are a four-piece band performing rock and pop
covers.



7th April – Whiskey Falls is a three-piece Indie band from Saltash that performs
a variety of genres from full-on rock to acoustic.

Top all the above off with our authentic, homemade Italian cuisine and you can’t
beat a visit to The Pickwick Inn. From pizzas to pastas, Sunday roasts to light lunch
bites, there’s something for everyone.
As you can see, there is plenty on as usual! We are looking forward to welcoming
you. If you would like to view our menu or find out more, visit
www.pickwick-inn.co.uk or call us on 01548 810310.
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