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February ... 
  8th Live & Local - Modbury Memorial Hall - doors open 7pm (see p.12) 
 
March … 
19th Dalla Cornish music group (Villages in Action) -  
 Bigbury Memorial Hall at 7.30pm (see p.11) 
26th - 29th  
 K.A.T.S. 100 Years of Great British Entertainment - Marlborough Village  
 Hall (see poster below)  
 
April ... 
 4th Brian Patten – Poetry for Adults  

K.A.T.S.  

KATS (Kingsbridge Amateur  

Theatrical Society)  

have a forth-coming production of 

‘100 Years of Great British  

Entertainment’ 

which we are putting on in  

Malborough from  

Wednesday 26th – Sat 29th March 

2014. 

for ticket sales go to  

www.kats-kingsbridge.co.uk  

or phone Kingsbridge Information 

Centre 015480853195 



Hello from New Zealand  - I’m building up a nice tan and truly 
enjoying the experience.  I have seen some amazing places and I 
haven’t travelled too far in NZ as yet, that is to be rectified next 
week when we are hiring a mobile home to travel further afield  
to the Coromandel Peninsula, Rotorua and the central Plateau 

and the Bay of Islands.  In a couple of weeks we shall go to South 
Island.  It is all very exciting!  Where there are gaps in the pages I have inserted 
some lovely views to (maybe) compensate for the dreary weather you are all 

having at home ... See I do think of you!! 
For those of you who remember Bridget Stuart of Easton House - I recently had 
communication from her daughter, Janet, she would like people  who remember 
her to know that sadly Bridget has passed away.  (Unfortunately I don’t have any 
other information about that but I have Janet’s email address if anyone wishes 

to get in touch with her). 
I have compiled the BN with what I had and although there are some articles 
missing, that’s understandable!! I’m sorry if I have missed anything 

I’ll make up for it when I get home. 
If any of you have any news, views or interesting   articles that you 
would like to share, please send them to me at the Bigbury News.    

Either drop them into me (next door to BoS Post Office & Stores) or hand them 
in to either of the two Bigbury shops or phone me on   01548 810815     

or email:  bigburynewseditor@gmail.com   or visit     
www.bigburycommunity.co.uk 

You can find each months issue uploaded to the community website in  glorious 
technicolour in the documents section of the Bigbury News Group 

    

3 Looking out over Wenderholm Lagoon nr. Puhoi 



CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 

BIGBURY - KINGSTON - RINGMORE 

ST. LAWRENCE - BIGBURY 

All services start at 11.00 a.m.   

 

2nd 

9th 

16th 

23rd 

 

 

 

2nd 

9th 

16th 

23rd 

 

2nd 

9th 

16th 

23rd 

 

    

   Family Communion 

   Sunday Worship  

   Morning Prayer 

   Holy Communion* 

    

ALL HALLOWS - RINGMORE 

All services start at 9.30 a.m. (unless otherwise stated) 

ST. JAMES THE LESS - KINGSTON 

All services start at 9.30 a.m.  

    
   Family Communion 

   Sunday Worship  

   Sunday Worship  

   Village Service 

 

* Service in traditional language  

Korniloff Communion - Wednesday 19h at 2.30 p.m. 

   
   Sunday Worship 

   Holy Communion* 

   Village Service 

   Family Communion 
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A Problem – and an Opportunity 
 

We have a problem.  In the Woodleigh Deanery there are vacancies for 
stipendiary (paid) clergy in Loddiswell and Thurlestone, but the shortage 
of clergy nationally (and thus available to our Diocese) means that only 
one can be replaced.  In future there will be six stipendiary clergy only in 
the Deanery, which is a matter of deep concern to parishioners and 
clergy alike. 

With this in mind, the Deanery Synod felt it right to give to every parish 
in the deanery a list of possible options of how clergy might be deployed, 
and to ask them to comment as they felt appropriate.  These comments 
are to be sent to the Deanery Secretary by the middle of February.  The 
deanery mission and pastoral committee will collate the replies, and 
make recommendations for Synod decision early in May.  So please    
contact your PCC members, find out more about the options, and make 
sure your opinions are taken into account. 

The shortage of stipendiary clergy raises fundamental issues about    
ministry in the Church.  In the past, people have often assumed that 
church worship and pastoral care were the work of the vicar.  Lay folk 
deal with fund-raising, flowers and church repairs.  If that is true, will it 
be so in the future, with fewer clergy? 

The question for the future is: are church members spectators of       
performances by the vicar, or active participants in a team?  We can   
deplore the lack of clergy but, as a former Archdeacon of Exeter said, 
“We get them from the laity; are you offering?”  The same comment 
would apply to future Readers and other church workers. 

Lay members of our congregations will be involved much more in future 
in taking services, teaching and visiting.  This means developing people 
for leadership tasks, which is one of the reasons behind our Team 
“Growing Leaders” course.  This is being held in Aveton Gifford Church 
from 3 to 5 pm on the fourth Sunday of each month until November 
(with a break in August).  The next two are on 23 February and 23 
March; there is no commitment, but if you want to know more about 
helping to lead God’s church, why not come along? 

 

 

 

 

Michael Tagent 
 
 

Team Rector: The Revd Neil Barker (830260: any day except Mondays) 
Team Vicar: (vacant) 

Team Readers: Chris Lally (521587), Michael Tagent (810520) 

Message from the Minister 
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Footpath Warden’s Update. 

Woof! Marvellous. I say, Mrs O migrated to Middle-Earth. Pies and     
Possums. If Jeeves took one of those hairy beggars for a saunter on the 
cliff-path, he’d be up a telegraph pole before you could say Bilbo       
Baggins.  

Big wags for Bob and Sue; report to Mission Control. Heap big trees 
down on Hexdown. Jeeves on to that one. What! Doctor’s Wood; Jeeves 
hops over the stile, slips on his fat bot; big stripe of mud up his Jack 
Wolfskin. Marvellous. Mater always said he was a berk! Woof!  

Footpath probs? Tell Jeaves: jsimes@hotmail.com. Woof! 

The Parish Council notes for December can 
be found on the local parish notice boards or 
visit www.bigburycommunity.co.uk 
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When we re-open on Monday 

3rd February our opening times are 7 
days a week from 

12 noon to 3pm and  6pm until last res-
ervations at 9pm.      

Closed Sunday evenings. 
Dear Shackers, 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR FOR 2014!!!     

Firstly, a quick review of Christmas and New Year's Eve. We ended last year 
with a terrific New Year’s Eve party with a Moulin Rouge theme.  We had black 
and red table decorations, the crew were all dressed up in their French outfits 
and Martin, our Head Chef, provided a spectacular 5 course French inspired 
Seafood menu all accompanied with Prosecco to herald in the New Year!!  It was 
a huge success and we loved every minute!  Thank you to those who celebrated 
with us. 

We have had a lovely break in January, re-charging the batteries and are now 
rearing to go for another fantastic year at The Shack.   Martin  enjoyed a break 
in the Dominican Republic with many fishing trips and the odd cocktail or two!   
Joe experienced a refreshing visit to Scotland, indulging in many langoustines.   
I spent the majority of the month in London enjoying some great eating         
establishments and getting lots of inspiration.  Otherwise I was in Bigbury,     
setting the plans for the year ahead at the Shack. (On that note please do send 
us any ideas you have and would love to see at the Shack. Anything from a dish 
you like, to an event idea you would enjoy at the Shack).  I got side tracked!    
Other crew members went to Denmark, Sweden and Norway. Fun was had by 
all!! 

Exciting news!.....We are delighted to announce that our £12 for 2 courses and 
£14 for 3 courses offer is running throughout the Spring of 2014 until the end of 
March.   This is so popular and we are very pleased that you all like it.    But if 
you can’t make it to The Shack, or you have friends round and you would like a 
taste of The Shack, why not take a look at our Fishmongers menu on the    
website and order something delicious. Give us a ring and we will pack it up 
ready for you to collect. All the cooking and serving instructions will be in the 
box.   We have lobsters, crabs, mussels, oysters and fish pies for you to take 
home!  

It's coming up to that romantic time of year again.   For Valentines Day we are 
offering a great sharing menu as part of our Daily Catch menu in addition to our 
spectacular Fruits de Mer platter and our favorite Seafood Hot Pot for Two.   
Our Valentines Day bookings are already looking busy, so do please ring us 
soon if you want to treat your loved one to a special and thoughtful experience. 

Don’t forget our gift vouchers which make wonderful presents for friends and 
family occasions.   Just give us a ring with the amount, the message and where 
you would like it sent to and we will do the rest.   Also, for sale we have Old Bay 
Seasoning, Oyster Shack caps and embroidered Oyster Shack aprons.    
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We are starting the year full of excitement at the fun and experiences 
ahead.   It's 25 years since The Oyster Shack's humble beginning selling 
oysters wholesale from the Avon river below us and having the odd (not 
strange!) Shackers bringing their own Wine, bread and even chairs to 
enjoy oysters on our now famous concrete patch.   2014 also marks 10 
years since I embarked on the Shack journey.   What an incredible     
experience and journey it has been so far.   It's been amazing to meet so 
many fantastic people who I regard as great friends now.   Thank you so 
much for all your support.    We will of course be celebrating these   
milestones this year. More details to follow. 

So from Vicki, Martin, Joe, Richard, Carmen, Amie, the crew and myself 
thank you for a great 2013 and we very much look forward to seeing you 
over the course of 2014 for more great local seafood served at our 
unique and charming Shack. 

Thanks for reading this Shack Splash!   Roll on 2014 and come and see 
us soon. 

Chris & the Crew 

P.S. To celebrate re-opening you are invited to join us on Friday 

8th February from 6 – 7pm for a seafood nibble and a drink on 
us.   It would be fantastic to see you.   Just ring 01548 810876 or 

email us at bigbury@oysterhsack.co.uk  if you can come. 

Maori art at Omahar Beach  
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BIGBURY MEMORIAL 

HALL 

Bringing the Community Together 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Hopefully everyone had a good Christmas and is looking forward to the 
New Year. 
 
At the start of December the Korniloff kindly put on their coffee morning 
in aid of the Hall, as they do each year at this time. Over £200 was 
raised for Hall funds; many thanks to Pat Chadwick and her helpers. 
 
Since the last Bigbury News there have been two events staged by the 
Hall. On December 6th Richard Taylor gave the latest in his series of 
Wine Tasting evenings. Over 20 people attended and were treated to 
eight great wines accompanied by delicious nibbles. Many thanks to Rich-
ard and Alice, and also Holywell Stores. 
 
The New Year kicked off in fine style in January with our annual Quiz 
Evening. Over seventy people attended and had a most entertaining 
evening. Thanks go to Robbie McCarthy for organising and giving the 
quiz, ably assisted on the night by Dane. 
 
The next event at the Hall is an evening of traditional Cornish music by 
professional outfit Dalla –see poster. This is Celtic music at its best, so 
do come along. Tickets are £7.50 for adults, children £5.50 and families 
£20, available from Holywell Stores. 
 
Looking further forward to April, we’ve been lucky enough to secure poet 
Brian Patten through the Villages in Action scheme. One of the well 
known “Liverpool poets”, Brian is appearing on 4th April. More about this 
in the next BN. 
 
All the very best for the New Year. 
 
Charles Harrington. 
Tel. 810023. 
Email charles_harri@yahoo.co.uk 
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BIGBURY  MEMORIAL  HALL 

 

Calendar of Events  

February 2014 
 

Day & Time  Activity  Contact name      Tel. no 
  
Mon. 9.30 – 10.15 *Body Boost   Jill Gubbins         810651 
      10.30 – 11.30 *Pilates    Jill Gubbins         810651 
        2.30 –   4.30pm #Bowls    Jim Chadwick      810454 
 
Tues.5.00 – 6.00pm French       Vic Gubbins          810651 
                          Conversation 
 
Wed.   9.30 – 11.45 South Hams    Annabelle Parnell    810429
    Shrimps 
     
Thurs.  9.15 – 10.00 *Body    Jill Gubbins         810651 
      Conditioning    
  10.05 – 11.05 *Pilates    Jill Gubbins         810651 
  11.15 – 12.00 *Strong & Steady   Jill Gubbins          810651 
    (plus tea & chat) 
 
*There will be no exercise classes during the week beginning Monday 

17th February (half-term)  
# Due to low numbers, the Bowls Group will not be meeting regularly 
but if you are interested in bowling please contact Jim Chadwick 
 

February Events: History Society AGM 7.15pm followed by talk  
‘Shipbuilding in the Salcombe Estuary’ 

March Events: Wed. 19th March Dalla Cornish Folk Group – a VIA 
event; see posters round the Parish nearer the time for details. 

April Events: Friday 4th April Brian Patten – Poetry for Adults – a    
second VIA event.  See posters nearer the time.    

Also: 

50:100 Club (Promoted by Dane Vanstone). Tickets (£6) for the six 
draws from February to July 2014 are on sale from  Holywell Stores,  
Bigbury Village Shop and Bigbury-on-Sea Post Office. Buy now for your 
chance to win.  50% of the money goes in prizes and 50% to the       
Memorial Hall. Lucky winners for January were Richard Taylor (£20) and 
Angie Bond (£10). 
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Pony Access 
 
I popped in to see the editor on  Tuesday, December 3rd after seeing a 
pony and trap by the tide line. She - the editor, not the pony - was busy 
sorting out tickets to Birmingham and to New Zealand. I said           
helpfully  that if they made 'film' into a word with two syllables -          
[fil-pause-m], she was probably in Birmingham. 

Anyway, we had both seen this pony and trap on the beach as other 
readers may have done and wondered what it was about. The trap is 
specially adapted to take wheelchairs and is part of the work of Pony   
Access, whose aim is to allow physically handicapped people ‘to go to 
some really surprising places. Beaches are easy, so are muddy tracks, 
forest paths, Dartmoor'  (ponyaccess.com). 

The young lady in the trap was Sarah Piercey from Exeter. Born 1980, 
with a rare condition called Arthrogryposeis Multiplex Congenita, she won 
the wheelchair London Marathon  in 2000 at her first attempt and taken 
part in the event a number of times since. She also took part in the 132 
mile Forces March from Ilfracombe to Bulford, on Salisbury Plain by hand 
cycle in March this year. Obviously, a tough cookie. 

As I left the editor, I noted a new laptop, purchased so that she could 
edit an on-line (but not hard copy) edition of the Newsletter from down 
under. Now, that's dedication.... 

(A wonderful idea, truly allowing access for all to the beach, the pony 

was thoroughly enjoying himself too!! - Ed.) 
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Update from Modbury Caring 
New Befriending Service 

For many years, Modbury Caring has provided transport for people who 
would otherwise be unable to attend medical and other health            
appointments.  Last year the committee decided to expand the work by 
offering a befriending service as well. 

Following a successful recruitment drive for volunteer befrienders, we are 
now in a position to accept referrals.  If you, or someone you know may 
benefit from a regular visit from a befriender then please contact us. 

Befriending may take many forms, including spending time with      
someone who is lonely or isolated, there may be a need to help with 
shopping, a little light gardening or some simple form filling.  Maybe a 
carer needs a regular break and a befriender could help fill that gap. 

Our volunteers are from a variety of backgrounds and a wide age range.  
All are vetted and our plan is to match the most appropriate volunteer to 
the individual need.  This service is available to all ages, and all needs/
requests will be considered. 

Referral forms are available at Modbury Health Centre reception desk; 
for further information about the service or about becoming a volunteer 
befriender please contact Gill West, befriending co-ordinator on        
modburycaring@gmail.com, or telephone her on 07554 997140. 

Please remember, if you are making a referral on behalf of someone 
else, make sure that you have their permission. 

Sue Bush 

Through the pages of Bigbury News I wanted to pass on my (and         
Joseph's) appreciation and thanks for the messages received following 
the tragic and sudden death of my wife Sue.  

Having been coming down to Bigbury for many years we really have 
come to love our time here, and Sue and I had a really nice weekend 
here only 2 weeks prior to her death. Joe is coping well with the loss of 
his mum, and I do hope to be able to bring him down shortly. Sadly, it 
won't be over Christmas, as we had the misfortune of a major water 
leak in our apartment. Again though, through the efforts of Bigbury folk, 
I was able to feel it wasn't just our battle.  

I would specifically thank Trish Bagley, Peter and Gill Cook and Bob and 
Sue Middleton for taking so much time to help me out. Peter amazed me 
by whistling up 5 dehumidifiers in no time at all, some from people who 
would not know me and all have been visiting the apartment to empty 
out.  

Support and kindness like that made a big difference at what was and 
still is a very tough time. Clearly life is never going to be the same for 
Joseph or myself, but it is reassuring to know there is help and support 
from the Bigbury folk. Sue would have been so pleased at that. 
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South Hams Society  
 
The South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (SD 
AONB) to become a National Park? 

We probably all agree that SHDC’s planning does not take 
much account of local opinion.  Mr Cameron wished to 

strengthen local involvement, hence the Localism Act. However as SHDC 
does not have the up to date local plan required by the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF), developers can expect to get an application for 
any ‘sustainable’ project approved. 

Many well qualified people work hard to promote the views of their    
community, only to have it overridden by the Government policy of    
targeting construction, be it houses or roads, as the route to future 
growth.  Understandably SHDC is nervous of facing a planning appeal 
that will almost certainly be allowed by the inspector.  They find them-
selves in the unenviable position of approving  development plans which 
are not in the best interest of the area. 

It is unfortunate that the SD AONB Unit which is charged with the long 
term protection of this area is under resourced and has no statutory 
powers except to produce a management plan every 5 years.  There is 
no obligation on SHDC planners to consult this Unit over any              
development plans, including large scale Solar and Wind installations. 

National Parks however are managed rather differently.  ‘They are local 
authorities in their own right so have development control functions and 
other executive powers’  They are funded nationally, unlike AONB which 
is mostly funded by SHDC, and are well resourced.  This gives them the 
opportunity to take all considerations into account; farming and          
employment; tourism and recreation; the health of the rivers, and      
development and the needs of the villages and communities within it’s 
boundaries. 

There are disadvantages.  The farming community already beset by    
legislation, resent any further intrusion into how they manage farms and 
it’s impact on the landscape. But farmers within parks receive priority 
treatment in their applications for environmental grants. It took the 
South Downs 10 years to achieve National Park status.  In that time 
there could be a stampede of developers, keen to get a stake in the area 
before National Park designation. 

Our Beach Cleans continue every month.  The next one will be Saturday 
15th February at South Milton at 11.30.  Park in the National Trust car 
park.  Depending on the number of volunteers we will aim to clean both 
the beach and dunes. Hot drinks are generally supplied by the owners of 
the Beach Cafe if it is open. Low tide 12.22. 

For more information: Vivien Napper t; 01548 842405                          
e; viv@rathlyn.eclipse.co.uk    

Flo Stathers. t; 01548 857567 e:  flostathers@hotmail.com or 
www.southhamssociety.org 
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Dream Factory ~ Ghosts 
Book Launch 

The well attended book launch for 
Dream   Factory - Ghosts by local 
a u t h o r  J o h n  S i m e s  w a s              
successfully launched at The     
Journeys End on 29th November 
2013. 

The book is  avai lable for            
purchase at local shops or go to 
www.johnsimes.co.uk. Also you can 
enjoy some of the art work and  
music devised by some very      
creative people to go with e book at 
www.visitthedreamfactory.com  



KATS (Kingsbridge Amateur Theatrical Society)  

have a forth-coming production of 

‘100 Years of Great British Entertainment’ 

which we are putting on in Malborough from  

Wednesday 26th – Sat 29th March 2014. 

for ticket sales go to  

www.kats-kingsbridge.co.uk  

or phone Kingsbridge Information Centre 015480853195 

K.A.T.S.  
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Book Club Report for November ... 

This month's book was The Ginger Tree by Oswald 
Wynd, recommended by Jo Dudmesh -  not a new 
book, first published in 1977 but new to most of us and 

we all agreed it was really interesting, un-putdown-able (is there such a 
word?) a thoroughly "good read" 
In 1903 Mary Mackenzie sails for China to marry the British Military     
attaché who turns out to be as chilly as the Peking Winter,  Mary has an 
affair with a Japanese soldier which has to be kept secret and forces her 
to flee to Japan.  The Ginger Tree tells the fascinating story of her     
survival, isolated and alone in an alien culture. 
We are having a bit of light relief for our Christmas book which is the   
latest by Anita Shreve and we are not meeting again until February - 
venue to be announced. 

 

On the 10th December we were delighted to welcome 
Robert Hesketh to the Memorial Hall. Robert is a freelance 
writer and public speaker, with over 30 publications to his 
name - most of which are Devon linked.  Almost 30    
members were present for this evening’s talk on        
Smuggling in Devon. 

Robert concentrated on the period 1688 to 1815, over much of which 
England was at war with France. He explained that all classes of society 
were involved, and that the smuggling of wine, brandy, silk, tobacco and 
snuff probably brought more wealth to Devon than any other industry. 

Throughout his presentation battles between smugglers and revenue 
men (“the preventatives”) were described in some detail, including the 
fast gigs and cutters used. Robert explained that well known smugglers 
included the nobility and vicars – in reality most local people were in-
volved, which made it difficult to gain convictions. Smuggling only really 
reduced with the formation of the Coastguard in 1822. 

Questions were wide ranging, some of which worryingly suggested a 
pragmatic knowledge of the techniques involved! 

Peter Cook 
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Kingsbridge Estuary Decorative and Fine Arts Society 

The Bayeux Tapestry: An Embroidered Tale  

an illustrated talk by Mark Cottle 

Weds. 26th February - 7 for 7.30pm.  
Venue: The Methodist Church, 100 Fore Street, Kingsbridge 

Also on 

Thursday 27th February, 10 for 10.30am.  Same venue. 

 

No need at be a member - all welcome - minimum donation £8. 

The Influence of Japanese Print on Western Painting an illustrated 
talk by Scott Anderson. 

Weds. 26th March - 7 for 7.30pm. Venue: The Methodist Church, 100 
Fore Street, Kingsbridge. 

Also on  

Thursday 27th March - 10 for 10.30am.  
Note Different Venue - The King’s Arms, Fore Street, Kingsbridge. 

No need to be a member all welcome - minimum donation £8. 

Whangaparaoa Peninsular with Orewa beach in the foreground 





Free cash withdrawalsFree cash withdrawalsFree cash withdrawalsFree cash withdrawals    
(inc. Lloyds, hsbc, Nat West & Barclays)(inc. Lloyds, hsbc, Nat West & Barclays)(inc. Lloyds, hsbc, Nat West & Barclays)(inc. Lloyds, hsbc, Nat West & Barclays)    

From the Post Office (9From the Post Office (9From the Post Office (9From the Post Office (9----1 mon1 mon1 mon1 mon----fri)fri)fri)fri)    

WINTER FUELWINTER FUELWINTER FUELWINTER FUEL    
SPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFER    

10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF10% OFF    
WHEN YOU BUY 5 BAGS OR MOREWHEN YOU BUY 5 BAGS OR MOREWHEN YOU BUY 5 BAGS OR MOREWHEN YOU BUY 5 BAGS OR MORE    

OF COAL, BRITEHEAT OROF COAL, BRITEHEAT OROF COAL, BRITEHEAT OROF COAL, BRITEHEAT OR    
WILDFIREWILDFIREWILDFIREWILDFIRE    

OFFER INCS. DELIVERYOFFER INCS. DELIVERYOFFER INCS. DELIVERYOFFER INCS. DELIVERY    
IF REQUIREDIF REQUIREDIF REQUIREDIF REQUIRED    

LOCAL POTATOESLOCAL POTATOESLOCAL POTATOESLOCAL POTATOES    
£8.50 for 25kg£8.50 for 25kg£8.50 for 25kg£8.50 for 25kg    

REMEMBER WE OPEN 

ALL DAY EVERYDAY 

DURING THE 

WINTER MONTHS 


