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Restoring rivers? 
Enhancing Natural Beauty? 

 

South Efford Marsh – Salt Marsh restoration by tidal flap 



Project beginnings – River restoration 

Rivers are part of the Built Environment? 

• Over-engineered infrastructure – UK 90% are 
modified, often unsympathetically? 

• Fail as nature > fail as infrastructure? 

• RESTORATION an ‘obvious’ win-win? 

 

• Lots of restoration in USA/Asia! 

• Why not so much in UK? 

 

Restoration delivery blockers? 
• Need more data? 

• Need more funding? 

• Need more public understanding? 

• Need more public participation? 

 Channelled River Avon – near Loddiswell 



Emerging UK environmental policy: 
ENHANCE Natural Beauty! 

To protect and enhance ‘natural beauty’ 
 

Our natural environment is our most precious 
inheritance. The United Kingdom is blessed with a 
wonderful variety of natural landscapes and habitats and 
our 25 Year Environment Plan sets out our 
comprehensive and long-term approach to protecting 
and enhancing them in England for the next generation. 
The Prime Minister 2018 

 

‘Our policies’: 
• Using and managing land sustainably 

• Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes 

• Connecting people with the environment to improve health and 
wellbeing 

• Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste 

• Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans 

• Protecting and improving the global environment 

 



Natural Beauty in the UK 

• Central to policy: 
1. 18% UK designated 

2. Term never clearly defined 

3. Data on change uneven 

• Underpinned by: 
1. Aesthetics – loved? 

2. Affect – experiences? 

3. Place-based knowledge - local? 

• Good for talking about: 
1. Policies 

2. Politics 

3. Value(s) 

 



Natural Beauty ‘theme’ 
Why so important now? 

• Original Designation – 1949 Natural 
Parks & Access to the Countryside Act 

• Natural England monitoring 
environmental outcomes review - 
2019 

• Glover Review of AONBs - 2019 

• Government white paper - 2019 

• England’s changing landscapes review 
– To be updated 2019? 

• Planning Guidance (AONB) 

• Legal challenges – increasing? 

 

 



What is Natural Beauty? 
National Parks and AONBs 

 Factors related to Natural Beauty 
Landscape quality 
  

This is a measure of the physical state or condition of the landscape. 
  

Scenic quality 
  

The extent to which the landscape appeals to the senses (primarily, but not 
only, the visual senses). 
  

Relative wildness 
  

The degree to which relatively wild character can be perceived in the 
landscape makes a particular contribution to sense of place. 
  

Relative tranquillity 
  

The degree to which relative tranquillity can be perceived in the landscape 
  

Natural heritage features 
  

The influence of natural heritage on the perception of the natural beauty of 
the area. Natural heritage includes flora, fauna, geological and physiographical 
features. 
  

Cultural heritage 
  

The influence of cultural heritage on the perception of natural beauty of the 
area and the degree to which associations with particular people, artists, 
writers or events in history contribute to such perception 
 

Guidance for assessing landscapes for designation (Natural England, 2011) 



Talking about Natural Beauty is talking 
about issues & policies 

 



Why are stories so important? 

• How we actually talk about our work? 

• About action, change, local characters & outcomes 

• Move from ought/should to want/need 

• What could or will happen in the Avon Estuary? 

• What would you like to see or be involved with as an 
outcome: 
• local exhibition? 

• Article? 

• Website? 



Natural Beauty: Your stories – What next? 

• Creative future? 

• What could or will 
happen in the Avon 
Estuary? 

• What would you like 
to see or be involved 
with as an outcome? 
• local show 

• article 

• book 

• Your suggestions? 

 


