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Minutes of the meeting of Bigbury Parish Council (BPC) held on Tuesday August 31st 2021 at 7:30pm in 
The Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel.

Present:  Cllr E Huntley in the Chair. Cllr S Watts (SW), Cllr S Smith,(SS), Cllr V Scott (VS), DCC Cllr.R Gilbert (RG), SHDC Cllr.B Taylor (BT), Clerk I.Bramble (IB) and 15 other members of the public.

1.0	Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all Councillors and members of the public.

2.0	Open Session
	A number of issues were raised by members of the public in an extended Open Session, beginning with a request for signs at the bottom of each slipway to help deal with the problem of dogs in the ‘dog free’ area.  SS suggested road signs to pre warn visitors of dog restrictions in force.  BT is to confirm whether the role of Dog Warden is included in the role of SHDC Locality Officers. 

Progress in maintenance and the repainting of the bus shelter was questioned and IB replied that this was still to be dealt with.

The problems of moving mobile homes into the parish and costs arising to local businesses was again raised and after discussion of various ideas to mitigate the problems RG suggested a meeting to be arranged between site owners, himself,.a DCC Highways officer and BPC members to try to find a solution.  The Manager of Bigbury Golf Club explained that he had extensive experience of lorry movements as a Transport Manager elsewhere and offered his assistance. 

In response to the question, BT confirmed the need for planning permission for glamping developments 

The secretary of the now fully formed Bigbury Net Zero committee briefed the meeting on progress being made and asked what the parish council(BPC) was planning, to deal at parish level with climate change that other parishes were more fully committed to the matter and requested more action from BPC.  VS commented that present planning policies already demanded low carbon measures for new home builders.

Members of the public commented upon the planning applications in agenda item 10.0 in depth with some detailed, forthright and critical comments being made by supporters of and objectors to the Barby Lodge development.  Detailed objections to the Lincombe Barn development were also made.

3.0	Apologies for absence
	Apologies had been received from Cllr. G. Rosevear, Cllr. K. Holland and Cllr. C. Case

4.0	Declarations of interest
	There were no declarations of interest.
	
5.0	Approval of minutes of July 14th BPC meeting
	VS recommended approval, SW seconded and EH and SS supported.

6.0 	Matters Arising 
	There were no matters arising

7.0	County Councillor’s report
	RG advised that the Bigbury Parish electoral roll increased from 425 to 482 between the DCC elections of 2017 and 2021.  Bigbury Parish has been designated as an ‘Enhanced response area’ by DCC in respect of increasing numbers of Covid cases and that its advice is continuing caution in mixing, socialising and wearing of masks.  RG commented that his mail box has seen a reduced number of complaints and negative comments over the last 2 years.  RG advised on a DCC’s ‘Get a Healthy Start’ initiative in which free natural produce is being given away to encourage us to move onto healthier, more natural diets.

8.0	District Councillor’s Report
	BT reported that SHDC has been fining significant numbers of overnight  campers in SHDC car parks but added that the fines were too small to have a deterrent effect.  Also BT advised that the planned parliamentary constituency boundary changes would move Bigbury Parish into the proposed, new South Hams constituency in time for the next parliamentary elections.
	
9.0	Financial statement
	Payments due in September (from July and August to date)
	£5,000,00 - Friends of St Lawrence Church re.previously agreed subvention for Church Gate repair
	£   193.84 - Community First, Parish Insurance, Public Liability Cover etc.
	£     30.00 - Hire of Memorial Hall May, June and July
	£     28.78 - Mr I Bramble re. Clerk’s Zoom payments for July and August
	£   542.43 - Mr I Bramble re. paper for Bigbury News. 
	£       2.63 - Mr I Bramble clerk’s postage exps.
	£       5.00 - Mr I Bramble clerk’s parish notice boards key
	£     10.80 - Mr I Bramble clerk’s mileage to Bigbury & Bigbury on Sea to post July BPC Minutes
	£       8.55 - Mr I Bramble clerk’s mileage to Bigbury re. NHP committee meeting 
	£       9.00 - Mr I Bramble clerk’s mileage to Easton re. Parish Lengthsman meeting
	
	The cash book has been updated to July 31st for uploading onto the Bigbury Parish website upon BPC 
	approval.

	The cash book and bank statements have been reconciled to July 31st @ £43,895.58 and the working surplus stands at £27,932.61

	SS proposed approval, SW seconded, EH and VS supported. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]10.0	Planning Related Matters							SHDC response date
2720/21/FUL: Barby Lodge, Cleveland Drive, Bigbury on Sea, TQ7 4AY.			01/09/21 
VS summarised this new application and in reply to comments made in the earlier Open Session emphasised her open mind on applications during attendance at site visits, her reading of objections to and support for the application as well as listening to all the comments made by members of the public.  Reference was made to the recommendation of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee after its reading of the new application, in the context of the parish approved policies of the NHP.  The overall height, scale and massing, over dominance, overlooking and over- shadowing of neighbouring properties of the development remained the major concerns, with additional new problems arising, including parking and its effect on the street scene from it being moved forward of the building line, closer to Cleveland Drive and also to Parker Road to the east.  VS also referred to the above as contrary to specific policies in the Bigbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan, the Plymouth, South Hams and SW Devon Joint Local Plan and SHDC Development Policies as reasons for being unable to support the new proposals, referring to 8 criteria which the proposals did not satisfy.  VS proposed objection, SW seconded and this was supported by EH and SS. 

1148/21/FUL: Herb Heaven, Aveton Gifford.						12/08/21
VS summarised the proposed changes to the original proposal refused by SHDC and saw no reasons to object to them.  VS proposed support, seconded by EH and supported also by SS and SW.

2658/21/CLE: 14 Beachdown, Challaborough, TQ7 4JB.					ASAP
This application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for permission for permanent residential use was summarised by VS who explained that it had previously been used primarily as site office, with casual sleeping accommodation for only a few workers during a brief the period of construction on the Beachdown site between 2013 to 2018 and that no evidence had been produced to support previous use as, solely residential occupation as a home for site workers, to support granting a Certificate of Lawfulness.  VS proposed refusal, seconded by SW and supported by EH and SS.

2750/21/HHO: Lincombe Barn, Bigbury, TQ7 4BD.					09/09/21
VS described the proposals in this retrospective planning application for alterations, already made without the requisite planning consent, to this Bigbury Neighbourhood Plan listed local heritage asset and there is no historical justification for the external timber staircase now in place. Approval had already been refused by SHDC for well explained reasons.  VS also explained and recommended that this application should not be considered separately from and before a decision on second, as yet undecided application, now also with SHDC for a floor to ceiling window already fitted at the head of the staircase. VS recommended objection on the grounds that there is no historic justification for the staircase and that it should not be considered in isolation before a decision on the above second proposal is made, SS seconded and EH and SW also supported objection.

11.0      Code of Conduct 
Bigbury Parish has previously formally adopted SHDC’s Code of Contact.  SHDC advised all parishes in July that it had made minor changes in line with government recommendations and these changes had been referred to parish councillors for their consideration.  They now need to be formally agreed upon, or not, and SHDC notified accordingly.  SS proposed support, SW seconded and EH and VS supported also.
												                   IB to action
12.0	Parish Lengthsman/Road Warden
EH reported that two candidates had been interviewed and was optmistic that, subject to the successful outcomes of enquiries into insurance concerns, it would be possible to confirm that both candidates would undertake the roles discussed, after appropriate training. 							         SW  & IB to action

13.0	Play Park
Due to the absence of Cllr Case discussion on this item was deferred to the next meeting on October 13th. 

14.0      Climate Ecology and Emergency Bill
The above bill is currently moving through Parliament and many parishes throughout the constituency have written to Sir Gary Streeter MP expressing their support for the bill.  IB proposed that Bigbury Parish similarly writes, asking our MP take note of the parish’s support for the bill.  VS proposed a letter of support, EH seconded and SW and SS also supported.					       						IB to action	

15.0	Mobile Homes
RG had suggested in the Open Session a meeting with site owners, which he would attend along with DCC’s Highways Officer for the parish to ask for more positive cooperation from site owners in avoiding the chaos caused by ill timed delivery of homes into the parish during busy daytime hours.  	        			       IB to action

16.0	Bigbury Net Zero 
	Councillors expressed support for the work of this group, newly formed by parishioners.

17.0	Church Signage
IB advised that he had obtained quotes for more prominent signs for St Lawrence’s Church which indicated expenditure of c£240 - £250 for the two signs asked for in St Ann’s Chapel and at Bowl’s Cross.  
After discussion on their desirability, largely in favour, EH proposed support for expenditure as above , VS seconded and SW and SS also supported.            			  IB is to liaise with Mrs Gubbins to progress matters.

18.0	Correspondence Received.
IB referred to and thanked the Friends of St Lawrence for their helpfully detailed correspondence and quotes for the work now completed on the church gates.  Payme from restricted funds, previously set aside, was proposed and agreed in the above agenda item  9.0  IB also referred to correspondence about ‘Community Dog and Litter Solutions’ and suggested it as an agenda item in the next meeting as expenditure may be required.  Finally IB referred to correspondence received asking for no change to parking restrictions in Challaborough and that he had replied confirming that no changes had been recommended or made but restrictions between Challaborough and Ringmore are being discussed.

16.0	Any Other Business.
	SW asked for the Devon Wildlife Network to be included in the next meeting agenda.	        	     IB to action 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 21:47







The next meeting will be held in the Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel at 7:30pm on Wednesday, October 13th, 2021.

Signed ……………………………………………………  

Chairman…Cllr. E Huntley………………………………Date………………
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